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Chapter 1 – College Overview

1.1 About Lumina International College

Lumina International College is a preparatory higher education institution located in Budapest, Hungary. The college provides international students with intensive academic programs designed to bridge the gap between secondary education and university-level studies. Our programs combine language development, subject-specific preparation, and academic skills training to ensure students are ready to succeed in English-medium university courses in Hungary and across the European Union.

The college emphasizes personalized learning, multicultural awareness, and practical experience, aiming to equip students with the knowledge, skills, and confidence needed for higher education.
1.2 Mission and Vision

Mission: To prepare international students for successful entry into European universities by providing high-quality academic programs, language training, and personal development opportunities.

Vision: To be recognized as a leading preparatory college in Central Europe, known for fostering academic excellence, cultural awareness, and global competence among students.

1.3 Location: Budapest, Hungary, EU Context

Budapest, the capital of Hungary, is a dynamic European city known for its rich history, cultural diversity, and thriving academic community. As part of the European Union, Hungary offers a high standard of education and accessible opportunities for international students. Lumina International College is centrally located, providing easy access to cultural, social, and academic resources, including libraries, universities, medical centers, and city infrastructure.

1.4 Accreditation and Standards

Lumina International College adheres to European Union educational standards and follows the Hungarian higher education framework. While the college does not confer formal university degrees, it awards a College Completion Certificate after successful completion of a 60-credit academic year. The curriculum is designed to align with the requirements of Hungarian universities and other EU institutions, including programs that require entrance examinations as well as those that do not.

1.5 College Completion Certificate and 60-Credit Academic Year

Students who successfully complete the preparatory programs at Lumina International College receive a College Completion Certificate, officially documenting 60 European Credit Transfer and Accumulation System (ECTS) credits per academic year. This certificate certifies the student’s preparedness for first-year university studies and demonstrates competency in academic English, mathematics, and subject-specific skills.

The programs are structured to provide comprehensive preparation for entrance exams required by universities in Hungary and the EU, as well as guidance for enrollment in institutions that do not require entrance exams.

Chapter 2 – Academic Calendar

2.1 Orientation Week

The college opens each academic year with a dedicated Orientation Week, designed to help students integrate into the academic and cultural environment of Budapest. 
Orientation Week aims to create a supportive learning environment, promote social integration, and provide practical information necessary for academic and personal success.

2.2 Academic Year Structure

· Duration: 2 semesters per academic year

· Semester Length: 15 weeks each (including exams and breaks)

· Total Contact Weeks: 30 weeks

2.3 Semester Schedule

	Semester
	Start Date
	End Date
	Breaks / Holidays

	Fall Semester
	Early September
	Mid-December
	National holidays, 1-week autumn break

	Spring Semester
	Mid-January
	Late May
	National holidays, 1-week spring break


Notes:
· Orientation week for new students is included at the start of each semester, as simultaneously, the classes will start. The orientation activities include campus orientation, city tour, introduction to university facilities, team-building exercises, and basic guidance on academic and social expectations.

· Exam weeks are integrated at the end of each semester.

· Exact dates are published annually.
Chapter 3 – Admissions & Enrollment

3.1 Admission Requirements

Lumina International College welcomes international students who wish to prepare for English-medium university programs in Hungary or other EU countries. Applicants must meet the following criteria:

· Completion of secondary education (high school diploma or equivalent)

· Sufficient English proficiency for program participation (placement testing determines exact language level of the candidates)

· Motivation to pursue higher education in Hungary or the EU

3.2 Application Process

1. Online Application: Submit application form and supporting documents

2. Document Review: Academic transcripts and certificates evaluated

3. Language & Math Placement Tests: Conducted 4 weeks prior to the start of the academic year to place students in appropriate English, Mathematics, and (for Pre-Engineering track) Physics groups

4. Interview: For additional assessment of motivation and academic readiness

5. Admission Decision: Notification to applicants with class assignment and preparatory guidance

3.3 Student Grouping

· Students are placed in groups based on English proficiency and subject knowledge (Math and Physics for Pre-Engineering, Math for Pre-Business)

· Hungarian language classes are for all students, with beginners’ and elementary-level instruction

· Communication course is delivered as a mixed-level group, incorporating practical activities and baseline training for multicultural competence

3.4 Placement Test Details

· Purpose: Evaluate English, Mathematics, and (if applicable) Physics levels

· Timing: Approximately 4 weeks before semester start

· Format: Written and oral components (English), written assessments (Math/Physics)

· Outcome: Accurate placement for appropriate class levels, enabling personalized instruction

3.5 Enrollment

· Accepted students receive official enrollment instructions and orientation materials

· Tuition fees (amount TBD) and payment schedule are provided upon admission

· Students must confirm enrollment before the start of the academic year

3.6 Additional Notes

· Lumina prepares students for university entrance exams in Hungary and guides students aiming for universities that do not require exams or for programs in neighboring EU countries

· Students’ groupings are periodically reviewed during the first weeks of classes to ensure effective learning and progress

Chapter 4 – Programs & Courses

Students can choose between:

1. Pre-Business / Economics Track

2. Pre-Engineering Track

Each program is delivered over two semesters and includes English, Mathematics, Hungarian language, Communication, and (for Pre-Engineering) Physics.

4.1 Pre-Business / Economics Track

Semester 1 & 2 (Total: 60 credits/year)

Course Structure:

· English (Intensive & Academic): 3 classes/week

· Mathematics: 4 classes/week

· Hungarian Language: 2 classes/week (for all levels)

· Communication Course: 2 classes/week, focus on multicultural competence, team-building, workplace behavior

· Field Practice / Projects: Embedded in the second semester of Communication (occasional practical sessions)

Learning Outcomes:

· Achieve proficiency to participate successfully in English-medium university courses

· Develop mathematical reasoning and problem-solving skills appropriate for first-year business studies

· Communicate effectively in multicultural settings

· Understand workplace etiquette, HR basics, and ethical conduct

· Gain experience with team projects and field-based exercises

· Prepare for university entrance exams or direct transition to EU universities without entrance exams
4.2 Pre-Engineering Track

Semester 1 & 2 (Total: 60+ credits/year)

Course Structure:

· English (Intensive & Academic): 3 classes/week

· Mathematics: 4 classes/week

· Physics: 3 classes/week

· Hungarian Language: 2 classes/week

· Communication Course: 2 classes/week (same as Pre-Business track)

· Field Practice / Projects: Embedded in Communication course (second semester)

Learning Outcomes:

· Achieve English and STEM readiness for first-year university courses

· Master foundational and advanced Mathematics for Engineering

· Develop understanding of Physics concepts necessary for university-level study

· Communicate effectively in multicultural technical environments

· Practice teamwork, problem-solving, and project-based learning

· Prepare for entrance exams to Hungarian and EU engineering programs

4.3 General Notes on Programs

· Courses are credit-bearing, following the standard EU 60-credit system per academic year

· Self-study and assignments are included in total credit calculations

· Programs are designed to support diverse language levels, with adaptive grouping in English and STEM subjects

· Communication course is mixed-level, focusing on practical and professional skills for international students

· Lumina provides guidance for university selection and entrance exam preparation in Hungary and neighboring EU countries

Chapter 5 – Assessment & Grading Policies

5.1 Overview
Assessment at Lumina International College ensures that students achieve the desired academic outcomes for both the Pre-Business and Pre-Engineering tracks, and develop competencies in language, STEM subjects, and professional communication. Assessment combines continuous evaluation, examinations, projects, and participation.

All courses are credit-bearing, and assessment contributes to the calculation of final grades in alignment with the Hungarian 5-point grading system. Self-study and practical work are considered in the total workload and credit calculations.

5.2 Grading Scale

Lumina follows the standard Hungarian 5-point scale, with equivalents for EU transparency:

	Grade
	Description
	EU / ECTS Reference

	5
	Excellent
	A

	4
	Good
	B

	3
	Satisfactory
	C

	2
	Pass / Adequate
	D

	1
	Fail
	F / FX


Grades reflect student performance across all assessment components, including exams, assignments, projects, participation, and field practice.

5.3 Assessment Components

1. Weekly Quizzes / Homework:

· Purpose: Ensure continuous learning, reinforce topics, monitor progress

· Weight: 10–15% of course grade

2. Midterm Exams:

· Written and/or oral depending on the course

· Evaluates comprehension of first-half semester content

· Weight: 20–25%

3. Final Exams:

· Written: Testing overall course mastery

· Oral / Presentation: For Communication, English, and selected STEM subjects

· Weight: 25–30%

4. Participation & Classwork:

· Engagement in group work, discussions, practical exercises, and online platforms

· Includes preparation for and contribution to field projects

· Weight: 10%

5. Projects / Field Practice:

· Applicable mainly to Communication courses and select STEM exercises

· Focuses on teamwork, problem-solving, and practical application

· Weight: 10–15%

5.4 Assessment Policies

· Missed Exams / Late Submission: Must be justified in advance; makeup exams allowed with valid reasons

· Academic Integrity: Plagiarism, cheating, or misconduct results in grade penalty or fail

· Feedback: Students receive timely feedback on written assignments, oral presentations, and projects

· Self-Study: At least equal to contact hours, included in total credit calculations

· Submission & Deadlines: Assignments must be submitted by the stated deadlines. Late submissions may incur penalties unless prior approval is granted by the instructor.
5.5 Examination Regulations

· Exams are conducted according to the academic calendar.

· Students must follow instructions for both written and oral assessments.

· Makeup exams may be permitted for excused absences with valid documentation.

5.6 Progress & Promotion

· Students must meet the minimum performance requirements in each course to progress to the next semester.

· Students not meeting the required standard may be offered remedial support or may need to repeat the semester.

5.7 Academic Appeals

· Students may appeal grades or assessment decisions in writing within two weeks of receiving results.

· Appeals are reviewed by the Academic Committee, and decisions are final.
5.8 Attendance Policy

· Students are expected to attend at least 80% of all scheduled classes per semester.

· Attendance is recorded for each course; excessive absences may impact grades or eligibility for semester completion.

· Excused absences (e.g., medical reasons) must be documented and submitted promptly.

Chapter 6 – Student Support & Services

6.1 Overview

Lumina International College provides comprehensive support to ensure students thrive academically, socially, and personally. Support services are designed to help students adapt to life in Budapest, succeed in their studies, and engage in college life, while fostering a safe, inclusive, and multicultural environment.

6.2 Orientation & Initiation Week

At the start of each academic year, students participate in an Orientation Week designed to:

· Introduce students to college facilities, staff, and teaching staff

· Familiarize students with the city of Budapest, including public transport, cultural landmarks, medical centers, and entertainment venues

· Conduct team-building activities, such as:

· City tour

· Picnic or outdoor activity

· Group challenges to foster collaboration and communication

· Provide guidance on accessing libraries, academic resources, and online platforms

· Offer information sessions on college expectations, EU higher education standards, and student life

6.3 Study & Rest Facilities

· Dedicated study areas with quiet zones for individual work

· Common areas for group work and collaboration

· Access to computers, Wi-Fi, and digital resources

· Relaxation spaces to support student well-being

6.4 Library Access

· While Lumina does not yet maintain an on-site library, students are guided to:

· University and public libraries in Budapest

· Obtain library membership and borrowing rights

· Use digital academic databases for research and assignments

6.5 Mental Health & Counseling

· Confidential mental health support available to all students

· Individual counseling sessions upon request

· Workshops and resources on stress management, study skills, and personal development

6.6 Academic Support

· Faculty and staff available for one-on-one guidance

· Support in time management, study planning, and exam preparation

· Tutoring or remedial help for students in English, Math, Physics, and Hungarian language

6.7 Career & Professional Preparation

· Support for field practice, internships, and project-based learning

· Guidance on career opportunities, further university studies, and professional pathways

· Seminars and workshops on multicultural communication, professional etiquette, and teamwork skills

6.8 Student Organizations & Extracurricular Activities

· Formation of student groups and clubs to foster social engagement

· Cultural events, sports, and community service opportunities

· Encouragement of participation in inter-college and international events

6.9 Accommodation of Special Needs

· The College will make reasonable accommodations to ensure equal access to academic programs for students with documented disabilities or special requirements.

Chapter 7 – Tuition, Fees & Financial Support

7.1 Tuition Overview

Lumina International College operates as a private preparatory college providing high-quality academic programs that follow EU standards for pre-university education. Tuition covers:

· Academic instruction in English, Mathematics, Physics (for Pre-Engineering), Hungarian language, and Communication

· Access to study areas, digital resources, and student support services

· Participation in orientation week, team-building activities, and field practice/project work

· Administrative support for university applications and entrance exam preparation

Tuition Amount: [To be inserted]

7.2 Payment Schedule

· Tuition is payable per semester or annually, depending on student preference

· Payment deadlines and methods will be communicated during enrollment

· Late payments may incur additional fees or restrictions on course participation

7.3 Scholarships & Financial Aid

Lumina offers merit-based and need-based scholarships to support student access:

· Academic Excellence Scholarships/training: awarded to high-performing students

· Merit Discount: Students who complete their first semester with perfect scores (5) will receive a 15% discount applicable to their second-semester tuition.

7.4 Refunds & Withdrawal Policies

· Tuition refunds are available under specific conditions, such as withdrawal prior to semester start

· After the semester begins, refunds may be prorated based on the proportion of completed contact hours

· Full details will be provided in the enrollment agreement

7.5 Additional Costs

Students may incur additional costs for:

· Field trips or external training visits

· Optional study materials or course-specific resources

· Library or database memberships (where applicable)

· Participation in extracurricular activities beyond regular program offerings

7.6 Payment Methods

· Accepted methods include bank transfer, credit card, or online payment portals

· Detailed payment instructions are provided during the admissions and enrollment process

Chapter 8 – Visa & Immigration Guidance

8.1 Overview

Lumina International College welcomes both EU and non-EU students. While the college does not issue visas directly, we provide guidance and support to help students understand Hungarian visa regulations and requirements. Students are responsible for complying with Hungarian immigration laws.

8.2 EU Students

· EU citizens do not require a student visa to study in Hungary.

· Students must register with the local authorities if staying longer than 90 days.

· Health insurance coverage from the home country is recommended. Lumina can provide guidance for supplementary health coverage if needed.

8.3 Non-EU Students

· Non-EU students require a student visa (type D) or residence permit to study in Hungary.

· Applications should be submitted at the nearest Hungarian embassy or consulate prior to arrival.

· Required documents typically include:

· Proof of acceptance to Lumina International College

· Valid passport

· Proof of financial means to support studies and living costs

· Proof of accommodation arrangements

· Proof of health insurance coverage in Hungary

· Processing times may vary; students are advised to apply well in advance of the semester start.

8.4 Student Responsibilities

· Students must maintain valid visa/residence status throughout their studies.

· Lumina provides support letters, guidance documents, and assistance for extension requests, but students remain responsible for submission and compliance.

8.5 Additional Resources

· Hungarian Immigration Office: https://www.bmbah.hu/
· Ministry of Foreign Affairs: https://konzuliszolgalat.kormany.hu/

· For updated visa rules and required documents, students should consult the official websites or the nearest Hungarian embassy/consulate.
Chapter 9 – Student Support & Services

9.1 Overview

Lumina International College provides a range of support services and resources to help students succeed academically, socially, and personally. These services are designed to enhance the student experience in Budapest and prepare students for life in Hungary and in the EU.

9.2 Study & Resting Facilities

· Comfortable study areas with desks, whiteboards, and quiet zones.

· Common resting areas for socialization and relaxation between classes.

· Access to shared computer facilities and Wi-Fi across campus.

· Kitchen facilities
9.3 Library & Research Support

· While the college does not yet have an on-site library, students are guided to relevant public and university libraries in Budapest.

· Students can become library members and receive assistance in research, borrowing, and study skills.

9.4 Mental Health & Wellbeing

· Confidential mental health support 

· and counseling available on request.

· Stress management guidance and workshops.

· Referral to professional external services if necessary.

9.5 Transportation & Local Guidance

· Guidance on public transport usage, including metro, tram, and bus systems.

· Information about safe and affordable commuting options.

· Tips on household and personal shopping in Budapest: supermarkets, local markets, and essential services.

9.7 Cultural & Recreational Activities

· Participation in cultural events, including Hungarian classical music, theatre, and cinema nights.

· Occasional day trips within Hungary to historical and natural sites.

· Encouragement to engage in local social, cultural, and community events to broaden cultural understanding.
9.8 Field Practice & Extracurricular Engagement

· Organized field practice sessions tied to course learning objectives (e.g., Communication course).

· Opportunities to gain experience in teamwork, multicultural settings, and professional skills.

Chapter 10 – Life Outside the Classroom

10.1 Student Clubs & Interest Groups

Students are encouraged to join or form interest groups to explore hobbies, cultural activities, or academic interests. Examples include:

· Debate & discussion clubs

· STEM or business-related project groups

· Language exchange sessions

· Art, music, or film appreciation circles

These activities foster collaboration, cross-cultural understanding, and networking among students of different backgrounds.

10.2 Cultural & Social Activities

The College organizes or facilitates access to occasional cultural events and social activities, such as:

· Classical Hungarian music concerts

· Theatre and cinema nights

· Museum or gallery visits

· Day trips to historical or scenic locations within Hungary

Participation helps students integrate into Hungarian culture and the broader European context while developing social skills in a multicultural environment.

10.3 Volunteering & Community Engagement (Optional)

Students may be invited to participate in local community projects, cultural festivals, or charity initiatives, supporting personal development and intercultural learning.

